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Hans Petter Buvollen 
 
Holmboesgate 1 
0357 Oslo 
 
Tel: (47) 9067 8444  
Skype: h.petter.buvollen  
E-mail: buvollen@yahoo.no 

Born in Grimstad, Norway, July 3rd, 1955 
Norwegian passport no. 33920604  personal no. 03075547527 
Widower. One daughter born in 1985  

Key qualifications  For the past 25 years, I have held management positions in Latin America and 
the Middle East for Swedish, Danish and Norwegian governmental and non-
governmental development co-operation, and with the United Nations. I 
regard my key qualifications as an integral understanding of development 
processes and result-/based management, especially in post conflict 
situations, human rights, governance and indigenous issues. Specific 
knowledge and wide experience with civil society and vulnerable groups in 
their quest for justice, human rights and participation in conflict and post 
conflict societies. Solid management experience including locally recruited 
staff. I feel confident both in my managerial and substantial skills.  

Education “Doctoraa  1984: “Doctoraal” in Cultural Anthropology from Vrije Universiteit, Amsterdam, 
Netherlands, with thesis Nicaragua – Revolution in a Disintegrated Nation, 
with Political anthropology, Latin American history and Spanish language as 
supporting subjects 

Language skills Norwegian: Mother tongue 
English, Spanish and Dutch: Fluently written and spoken 
German: Fully understand French and Arabic: With difficulty 

Publications List containing some 35 academic publications in English, Norwegian, and 
Spanish can be requested 

Courses 2020: Hostile Environment Awareness Training (HEAT), Norwegian Airforce 
Training Centre, Rygge, Norway 
2017: Safe and Secure Approaches in Field Environments (SSAFE), UNDSS, 
Ramallah, Occupied Palestinian Territory 
2011: Justice and Security. XXIX Interdisciplinary Course in Human Rights, 
Interamerican Institute of Human Rights, San José, Costa Rica 
2009: Anti-corruption, Danish Agency for Development Cooperation 
(DANIDA), Royal Danish Embassy, Bolivia  
2006: Advanced Training Course in Mutual Gains Approach to Negotiations, 
Harvard University Virtual Academy/UNDP 
2004: From Policy to Practice: Working with Conflict. Responding to Conflict – 
RTC, Quaker Study Centre, Birmingham, UK 
2003-2006: All required United Nations training, UNDP virtual training 
1999: Logical Framework Analysis, Norwegian Peoples Aid, Beirut 
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Professional 
positions 
 

 

Since August 2022: Associated adviser with the Department of Human 
Development at Norwegian Agency for Development Cooperation (Norad), 
Oslo, Norway, part-time on retirement conditions 

10/2019-07/2022: Senior adviser with the Civil Society and Private Sector 
section (2019-2021) and Education sector (2021-2022) at Norwegian Agency 
for Development Cooperation (Norad), Oslo, Norway 100% 

09/2017-09/2019: Senior advisor with the Palestine Country Program, mainly 
the human rights portfolio, Danish International Development Agency 
(DANIDA), Royal Danish Representation Office in Ramallah, Palestine 100% 

09/2016-08/2017: Head of Program, DanChurchAid, Jerusalem, Palestine/ 
Israel. Overseeing the entire portfolio in the West Bank and Gaza 100% 

01/2014-08/2016: Regional Representative in Central America for 
DanChurchAid, based in Tegucigalpa, Honduras 100% 

04/2013-12/2013: Adviser to the Norwegian ambassador in Guatemala on 
indigenous issues, private sector and media, Norwegian Royal Embassy/ 
Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Guatemala City, Guatemala. 100% 

09/2010-03/2013: Senior advisor and Program Coordinator for Regional 
Program to Support Human Rights and Democracy in Central America, with 
emphasis on Justice and Anti-Corruption, Danish International Development 
Agency (DANIDA), Head of Danish Mission in Guatemala City, Guatemala. 
100% 

10/2007-08/2010: Senior advisor and Program Coordinator for Indigenous 
Peoples´ Rights Program, Danish International Development Agency 
(DANIDA), Royal Danish Embassy in La Paz, Bolivia. 100% 

04/2006-09/2006: Programme Specialist, Civil Society Organization Division of 
the Bureau of Resources and Strategic Partnerships – BRSP. UNDP focal point 
for indigenous peoples, United Nations Development Program (UNDP), New 
York, United States of America 100% 

01/2004-12/2006: International Coordinator and Program Advisor for 
program GUA/04/001 Civil Society Participation Program PASOC at United 
Nations Development Program (UNDP), Guatemala. 100% 

09/2000-12/2003: International Coordinator for Program on Social 
Participation in Justice Reform, Human Rights and National Reconciliation at 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), Guatemala, Project 
GUA/97/004 Strengthening of the State of Justice. 100% 

08/1995-08/2000: Resident representative for Norwegian People’s Aid (NPA) 
in Guatemala, accredited to Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Mexico and 
Belize. 100% 

12/1993-07/1995: Program coordinator of the Programme for Institutional 
Support for the Regional Councils and the Regional Administrations of the 
Atlantic Coast of Nicaragua for Swedish International Development Agency 
(SIDA) in Managua, Nicaragua. 100% 



 

03/1993-11/1993; Advisor to the Consejo Supremo Electoral (Supreme 
Electoral Council) in Managua, Nicaragua. 100% 

09/1990-02/1993; Advisor (anthropologist) with the Bilingual and Intercultural 
Education Programme, Ministry of Education in Puerto Cabezas, RAAN, 
Nicaragua within Volunteer Service of the Norwegian Agency for 
Development Cooperation (NORAD). 100% 

10/1989-08/1990: Adjunct professor/Fulbright Scholar, Department of 
Anthropology, San Francisco State University, San Francisco, California, United 
States 

09/1986-09/1989: Research Fellow at the International Peace Research 
Institute in Oslo (PRIO), Ethnic Conflicts and Conflict Resolution Programme, 
individual research on ethnic conflict in Nicaragua 100% 

Consultancy 
services 

2016: The Impact of the withdrawal of European Cooperation from Central 
America, for European Union and ACT Alliance 

2013: Political advisor Norwegian Embassy in Guatemala (8 months) 

2007: 2 program evaluations for NORAD in Guatemala, 2 lessons learned 
reports for DANIDA in Honduras and for UNDP in Guatemala, 1 program 
review for Norwegian People’s Aid in Lebanon 

2001: Team leader for evaluation of Palestinian refugee program of 
Norwegian People’s Aid in Lebanon 

2000: Team leader for evaluation and program design for de-mining and 
humanitarian programs of Norwegian People’s Aid in Iraqi Kurdistan and 
evaluation of democratization program for SIDA in Nicaragua 

 
 
Main references Fredrikke Storaker Kilander, Assistant director at Civil Society Section at 

Norad, Oslo, tel (+47) 9060 9347   fredrikke.storaker.kilander@norad.no  
 
Jonas Vejsager Nøddekær, International Director of DanChurchAid, 
Copenhagen, tel. (+45) 2969 9121  jno@dca.dk  
 
Nils Haugstveit, Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Oslo, Ambassador to 
Spain, tel. (+34) 676 532 531  nils.haugstveit@mfra.no  
 
David Bergan, Senior advisor at Norwegian People’s Aid, Oslo, (+47) 90 09 14 
37   dabe@npaid.org  
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